
Implementation of the Welfare 
Principle in the new Farm 
Standard for shrimp farms

Marianne Green

Health & Welfare Standards Co-Ordinator

ASC 
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Our Collective Objective

Strengthening our criteria

Integrating the latest science

Risk-based tailored approach

Incentive to drive improvement over time

More support for farms and auditors

Marianne Green
Health & Welfare Standards Co-Ordinator 
ASC 
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Various factors contribute to animal health and welfare throughout the aquaculture 
lifecycle 

Principle 4 – Factors affecting Health and Welfare 

Handling

Biosecurity

Therapeutant 
use 

Disease control

Humane Slaughter

Feed 

Water quality  

Marianne Green
Health & Welfare Standards Co-Ordinator 
ASC 
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Operational Welfare Indicators (OWI) - Supporting producers to manage 
health and welfare

Criterion 4.2 Animal health and welfare

Monitoring of set 
parameters and 

frequency

Monitor

Collect data and 
assess risk level 

accordingly

Evaluate

Take appropriate 
action according to 

the risk level

Action

Marianne Green
Health & Welfare Standards Co-Ordinator 
ASC 
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Description of acceptable, warning levels and unacceptable behaviour of shrimp during feeding

Feeding behaviour 

Traffic light system

Adapted from Pedrazzani, et al (2023). “Non-Invasive Methods for Assessing the Welfare of Farmed White-Leg 
Shrimp (Penaeus vannamei)”

Acceptable Warning Levels Unacceptable

Feeding behaviour
Most shrimp react 

quickly by moving to 
the newly-offered food

Only some of the 
shrimp react to the 
newly-offered food

Most shrimp do not 
react to the newly-

offered food

Feed consumption 
efficiency

Tray is consistently 
emptied during feed 

time

Partial feed remains 
(<20% uneaten)

Significant feed 
remains (>20% 

uneaten)

Marianne Green
Health & Welfare Standards Co-Ordinator 
ASC 
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Programme
Launches
1 May 2025

ASC Farm 
Standard 
Mandatory
1 May 2027

ASC Species 
Standards

ASC Farm 
Standard

2-Year Transition Period

Marianne Green
Health & Welfare Standards Co-Ordinator 
ASC 

Stakeholder Engagement
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Engagement and Tools

Making CHANGE Together

Team
ASC

All programme documentation online

Producer training

Transition feedback and FAQs

Self assessment tools

Data reporting hub

Targeted support from feedback

Marianne Green
Health & Welfare Standards Co-Ordinator 
ASC 
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Health & Welfare Team

Further Videos- ASC Training @ Youtube

Seminars

o Practical Steps for Electrical Stunning Compliance

Workshops

Technical Working Groups

o Electrical stunning manufacturers, researchers 
and farmers



Aquaculture Stewardship Council Limited, 27 Old Gloucester Street, London, WC1N 3AX. The ASC is a charity registered in England and Wales no 1150418.
A non-profit making company limited by guarantee. Registered in England no 08172832. The ASC logo is a registered trademark.

Aquaculture Stewardship Council

Daalseplein 101, 3511 SX, Utrecht, Netherlands

Tel: +31 30 230 5929

www.asc-aqua.org

communication@asc-aqua.org

Aquaculture Stewardship Council, 2016

marianne.green@asc-aqua.org
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